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refuse such a reasonable request from the general council, but
he feared the effect of permitting the witnesses to be examined.
The only other course open to him was to suspend the sittings
of the council and shelve the question, and Clement adopted
this solution. The sessions were not to be resumed until the
spring of 1312.
Meanwhile Philip the Fair had been at Lyons, only a short
distance from Vienne, and was well informed of the pro-
ceedings. Two thousand Templars were not in themselves a
serious menace, but they might find followers if they were
resolute. The king wanted immediate action against the
Order and he was annoyed at the delay in ending the affair.
At the beginning of February, 1312, he called 'the estates
general of France to consult with him at Lyons. The sub-
servient nobles, prelates, and commoners assured the king of
their staunch support and demanded the condemnation of
the Temple. Under the king, the estates general were the
supreme authority in France, but Philip could not expect the
general council of the Church to be affected by the shrieking
of his tame parliament. The demonstration of the solidarity
of French opinion, however, was not for the benefit of the
council but of the Pope, and it succeeded in its purpose.
Clement was intimidated and expressed himself ready to carry
out Philip's instructions.
The council clearly would not condemn the Temple,
without, at least, examining witnesses, and it would be
dangerous to permit the prelates to hear the tale of torture
and hardship, of forged documents and perjured testimony.
Condemnation by the council was therefore ruled out, and
no other body except the council could condemn an Order of
the Church. The only solution was for the Pope to take
the responsibility of suppressing the Order.
In February, Philip, his three sons—Louis, King of
Navarre, Philip, Count of Poitiers, and Charles, Count de
la Marche—and his brother, Charles of Valois, moved from

